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FROM THE 

PRESIDENT

It's lovely to think that this 

is the spring issue and the 

frost and ice of winter is 

behind us.

We have some great 

stories for you in this issue 

including the topical issue 

of dangerous dogs, the fun 

of Canberra's dog friendly 

cafes, and Lolly's Puppy 

Shower—the eight puppies 

who invaded us when they were born in care.

We will launch our 2019 ARF Calendar at 11.30am 23 

September at Beef & Barley on the Kingston Foreshore, 

and we hope you, your dogs, and your family and friends 

will join us there for a celebration of our beautiful furry 

friends. We would like to thank all our calendar sponsors, 

the team of wonderful photographers who gave their time 

to do the photo shoots, and our ARF team of volunteers 

who pulled the calendar together. Calendars are only $10 

each and will be available at the launch, at all our stalls 

and events, and via our website.

ARF—which began in 2001—will rehome its 3000th dog 

this year. A wonderful tribute to the many foster carers 

who have been with us on our journey.

Wendy Parsons 

President, ACT Rescue and Foster

ABOUT ARF

ARF is an incorporated association of people in the 

ACT and surrounding NSW region who rescue dogs 

from euthanasia and foster them in their own homes 

for as long as it takes to find them loving permanent 
homes. All dogs are de-sexed, vaccinated, wormed 

and micro-chipped before going to their new homes.
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COVER: GEORGE

Our cover boy for this issue is George. George came 

into ARF care in March and was adopted in July. 

George was our calendar photo shoot at Go Boat 

on the Kingston Foreshore, one of our 2019 calendar 

sponsors. Photo by LibCreative.

To see all dogs available for adoption go to: 

fosterdogs.org/available-dogs-gallery
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It’s not the first time ARF has had puppies born in care, and it probably won’t be 

the last, but it was our first puppy shower and it went gangbusters!

LOLLY’S PUPPY SHOWER! 

L
olly, a gorgeous two year 

old ACD mix, came into care 

from Queanbeyan Pound 

in early May, and it soon became 

clear that she was gradually getting 

somewhat bigger than she should. 

With 12 puppies already in ARF 

care and puppy resources stretched 

thin, we decided to advertise Lolly’s 

pregnancy as a puppy shower—

with everyone invited, and gifts 

much appreciated. Through our 

website and Facebook page we 

asked for small donations of towels, 

blankets, pee pads, puppy food 

and everything in between! Those 

making donations could leave their 

goodies at both our north and south 

side drop off points, and flag them 
as Lolly’s Puppy Shower. And we 

were inundated!

Lolly’s foster carer was given a 

crash course in puppy care, and our 

ever-reliable ARF ‘handypersons’ 

delivered whelping boxes (of various 

sizes as the puppies grew) and 

indoor and outdoor crates. We then 

ran a book on how many pups would 

arrive and the ARFer who guessed 

correctly got to choose a name.

Lolly’s party mix of eight pups arrived 

on 25 May with her foster carer 

announcing the countdowns, and all 

were given temporary names after 

lollies and chocolates.

CANDY – female

VIOLET CRUMBLE – female

NOUGAT – female

MALLOW – female

TRUFFLE – female

OREO – male

FERRERO – male

FRECKLE – male 

By Chloe Haseltine and Aine Dowling

Both Lolly and her pups were placed 

on our adoption page in late June for 

adoption mid-July, and all are now 

living happily in their forever homes. 

Image: Family Size Freckle—last but 

not least.

We would like to thank all those who 

made a donation to Lolly’s puppy 

shower, all the ARFers who assisted 

Lolly’s foster carer, and the Canberra 

community for showing such 

generosity and support.
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IMAGE: Lolly’s party mix first time outside and snuggly warm in their donated coats.

IMAGE: Some of the donations received for Lolly’s puppy shower. IMAGE: :Family Size Freckle—last but not least.

LIKE TO EAT OUT AND WANT TO 
DONATE TO ARF AT THE SAME TIME?

The Canberra Southern Cross 

Club launched The Community 

Rewards Program in July 2015. 

The program empowers Club 

members to help community 

groups that matter most to them. 

All you need to do is nominate a 

community group participating 

in the program, and the Club will 

donate the equivalent of 7.5 per 

cent of the member’s spend on 

food and beverages in the public 

restaurant, and bars and grills at 

Woden, Tuggeranong, Jamison, 

and the Yacht Club venues.  

So get over to one of the Southern 

Cross Club venues, enjoy a great 

meal, and mention ARF as your 

charity of choice!

You can find out more about 
the CSCC Community Rewards 
Program at www.cscc.com.au  

The donation does not include 
function spend, or purchases made 
at Snapper or on the Club boat.
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BOOK REVIEWS
By Aine Dowling with recommendations from Kay Brewer 

CHEWY
Bruce Klein 

Chewy was a St Bernard mix who 

roamed the streets of California for 

18 months. People left food out 

for him, and gave him shelter from 

the rain (if they could persuade 

him that is), and kept him from the 

traffic and the dog-catcher. Finally, 
Klein decided it was only a matter 

of time before he was caught and in 

the pound, and a big timid dog like 

Chewy would find it hard to find a 
home, so the neighbourhood pulled 

to together, and with patience and 

a bit of doggy deception, Klein took 

him into his home.

A heart-warming tale of a dog and 

neighbourhood who refused to 

give up.

Chewy is suitable for mid-upper 
primary, young adults, and anyone 
who loves a good dog story. Chewy by 
Bruce Klein is published by Ebury Press 
(2014) and is available in paperback 
and Kindle.

DOGS WITH JOBS  
Laura Greaves

This is the story of dogs with jobs. 

There’s Molly Polly—the diabetes 

alert dog, Bailey—the Assistant 

Director of Seagulls, Daisy—the 

guide dog to another dog, TruMan, 

who runs ultra-marathons, and 

Frankie the Labrador who visits 

sick children in the hospice; plus 

many more. 

Laura Greaves is an award winning 

Australian journalist who owns 

two Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 

Retrievers—Tex and Delilah, 

and was former editor of Dogs 
Life magazine. 

Dogs with Jobs is suitable for upper 
primary and young adults upwards. 
Published by Trapeze (2018) and is 
available in paperback and Kindle.

GROVER MCBANE 
RESCUE DOG 
Claire Garth

This is the first book in the Grover 
McBane series and is the story of 

his rescue and rehabilitation after 

he escapes from his yard and taken 

to the shelter. His owner doesn’t 

want him back and Grover is lonely 

and scared. What will happen to 

him now?

Grover McBane Rescue Dog is 

written by Claire Garth, a former 

primary school teacher and PR and 

Marketing Manager at the Sydney 

Dogs and Cats Home. Claire 

adopted the real Grover in 2013 

and together they work to raise 

awareness of animal rescue.

There are five books in 
the Grover McBane series and are 
suitable for mid-upper primary readers. 
Published by Piccolo Nero and available 
in paperback and Kindle.
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RECENTLY ADOPTED 
Compiled by Joh Dunn

GUS
Cooma copyright  | 10 weeks

Rescued: 15 May 2018

Adopted: 31 May 2018

VEGAS
Staffy mix Border Collie  |  8 weeks

Rescued: 10 February 2018

Adopted: 28 April 2018

PHOENIX
Kelpie mix  |  10 weeks

Rescued: 15 May 2018

Adopted: 6 June 2018

MALLEE
Kelpie mix something larger  | 12 weeks

Rescued: 15 May 2018

Adopted: 14 July 2018

COLORADO
Staffy mix Border Collie  |  8 weeks

Rescued: 10 February 2018

Adopted: 7 May 2018

VADER
Cooma premium mix  |  10 weeks

Rescued: 15 May 2018 

Adopted: 1 June 2018

COOMA
Cross breed  |  10 weeks

Rescued: 15 May 2018 

Adopted: 11 June 2018

WILLOW
Crossbreed possibly with Kelpie

Rescued: 15 May 2018

Adopted:6 July 2018

AUSTIN
Staffy mix Border Collie   |  8 weeks

Rescued: 10 February 2018

Adopted: 28 April 2018
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ARF has a variety of dogs currently in care from young pups to oldies. If you are interested in adopting an ARF 

dog please go to fosterdogs.org/available-dogs-gallery and contact the carer directly. If you would like to become 

a foster carer for ARF please contact carer.recruitment@fosterdogs.org. We also work closely with other rescue 

groups and pounds in the Canberra region and NSW, so if you’re after a particular breed/size or age of dog 

please complete a Dog Wanted form from our website and we may be able to assist you in your search. 

SHEP
Border colie mix  |  6 months

Rescued: 24 April 2018

Adopted: 12 May 2018

GRETEL
Gundagai premium blend  |  5 months

Rescued: 9 April 2018

Adopted: 5 July 2018

COCO
Kelpie mix  |  7 months

Rescued: 9 April 2018

Adopted: 6 July 2018

ALMOND
Bull Arab x kelpie x border collie

Rescued: 9 April 2018

Adopted: 4 May 2018

MUMBLE
Crossbreed possibly with Kelpie

Rescued: 15 May 2018

Adopted: 14 July 2018

POPPY
Terrier mix  |  7 months

Rescued: 10 May 2018

Adopted: 15 June 2018

PIPPA
Pug Tibetan Spaniel mix  |  7 months

Rescued: 23 May 2018

Adopted: 15 June 2018

GEORGE
Bull Arab boomerang mix | 12 months

Rescued: 29 March 2018

Adopted: 10 July 2018

TWITCH (NOW PINOT)
Floppedy-eared Leggy Derphound

Rescued: 24 March 2018

Adopted: 6 July 2018
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BRUCE
Irish Wolfhound mix |  12 to 18 months

Rescued: 1 June 2018

Adopted: 4 July 2018

ZEUS
Kelpie mix  |  2 years

Rescued: 5 July 2018

Adopted: 22 July 2018

GYPSY
Staffy mix  |  2 years

Rescued: 29 January 2018

Adopted: 28 April 2018

WINNIE
Canberra Special Blend  |  1 to 2 years

Rescued: 13 March 2018

Adopted: 27 May 2018

SUDSY
Jack Russell/Beaglen  |  4 to 5 years

Rescued: 26 April 2018

Adopted: 9 June 2018

ANNIE
Goulburn Gorgeous (Bull Arab 

Greyhound mix?)  |  2 years

Rescued: 20 March 2018

Adopted: 4 May 2018

FRANKIE
Spaniel Poodle mix  |  3 years

Rescued: 30 June 2018

Adopted: 11 July 2018

FREDDY
Canberra Special: Pointer/Labrador/

American Staffy  |  18 months
Rescued: 10 April 2018

Adopted: 29 May 2018

SOOTY
Poodle mix  |  6 years

Rescued: 3 February 2018

Adopted: 22 May 2018
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The weather is starting to warm up and it’s time to come out of hibernation and get 

out and about in our gorgeous city. To that end we’ve been checking out a few of 

Canberra’s dog friendly cafés from north to south and in-between. Don’t forget to 

take your training mat along if your pupster is not yet fully vaccinated.

CANBERRA’S DOG FRIENDLY CAFÉS 

Beef and Barley, Kingston 

Foreshore welcomes all dogs in 

their outside area. Enjoy a coffee 
on the Foreshore looking over Lake 

Burley Griffin—one of the best café 
views in Canberra. Treat yourself to 

some bite-sized sweets, a burger 

or slider, and a great coffee—plus 
a puppaccino and a biscuit for 

your doggo. If your dog’s a purist 

there’s always a huge bowl of water 

available to quench his thirst. Beef 

and Barley are open from 11.30am 

‘til late from Tuesday to Sunday. 

Closed on Monday.

Yarralumla Gallery and Oaks 

Brasserie love dogs! So much 

so, they even have their own Canine 

Cuisine menu including Chicken 

Pasta and a range of biscuits! Wait to 

be seated as dogs are usually placed 

in the garden area. Their extensive 

menu includes great breakfasts, 

lunches, and dinner from 6 – 8pm on 

Friday and Saturday. The restaurant 

is open from 9.30am – 2.30pm 

Tuesday to Friday, and from 8.30am 

on weekends. Closed on Monday.

Dogs of Cook is a fun page by 

The Cook Grocer and Little Oink 

Café in Cook. Not only can you 

and your pup enjoy the ultimate café 

lifestyle, you can also shop at the 

grocers which specialises in local 

and organic produce—fresh from 

the farm. They also have food and 

wine tastings and samplings every 

month. Little Oink has a great fresh 

menu with an extensive selection of 

By Aine Dowling

teas, and coffee from Two Before 
Ten Roasters. Open from 7am – 4pm 

Monday to Friday, and 8am – 2pm 

on weekends. 

ShotClock Espresso in Macquarie 

is small in size but big on coffee! 
With great coffee, teas, milkshakes, 
pies, muffins and other goodies, and 
puppers welcome, it’s the perfect 

place for a quick recharge. They also 

have a mobile van and can bring 

their coffee to your event! Open from 
7am to 4pm. 

Two Before Ten has two premises 

offering up their own roasted coffee 

in Hobart Place (in the city), and 

Aranda—which is also home to their 

roasting house. Both cafés have 

all day menus, and you know what 

that means… that’s right—all day 

breakfasts!  Two Before Ten is super 

furry friendly including dogs, and 

alpacas!—and offers water bowls 
and blankets (for your dog), and 

options for seating. And if you’re well 

behaved, humans are welcome too! 

Nuigini Arabica is another roasting 

spot at Duffy shops. They’re also 
importers and distributors of fine 
PNG Highland and Green coffee 
beans all organically grown by local 

IMAGE: Simba—courtesy Dogs of Cook.
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and family communities. As well as 

their fine coffee they also serve up 
great snacks and sweet treats, and 

puppers are more than welcome. 

There’s a lovely little park close by 

for kids and pups to play (dogs must 

be on a lead). Open from 7.30am to 

4pm. Gluten free and lactose free 

options available.

The Mill House in Queanbeyan is a 

heritage listed building in a fantastic 

garden location with plenty of space 

for dogs to chill out on the grass, 

astroturf, or decking, and plenty 

of shade in the summer. Serving 

up breakfast and brunch/lunch it’s 

definitely worth the drive. Open 
from 7am to 4pm. 

For all you early dog walkers, 

On The Grind Canberra, in 

Kambah, is amazingly open from 

5.30am!—which gives you, and your 

pupster, plenty of time to set yourself 

up for the day with a great coffee, 
sweet treats, and the most amazing 

chilli chocolate. OTGC also serves 

delish snacks and light lunches 

including quiches, frittata, croissants, 

and bagels. You can also pre-order 

using the Hey You app. Open from 

(way too) early until 4.30pm. Gluten 

free options available.

some have their own 
doggy menu and 

accessories including 
chicken pasta, biscuits, 

puppaccinos, and 
bowls and blankets!

IMAGE: ARFer pup Mumble enjoys his coffee break at ShotClock.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Compiled by Lauren Canellis

HAVE YOU ADOPTED AN ARFER? 
Where are they now? is about ex-ARFers who have been adopted into their forever homes. This is a 

regular inclusion in ChinWag and we would love to hear from ARF owners wherever you are—in Australia or 

overseas—to let us know how your new best friend is getting on. They could have been adopted last month or 

some years ago—we don’t mind! For more information contact chinwag@fosterdogs.org 

ASHA FROM CASEY

Asha came into care from Goulburn 

pound on 3 February 2018. As the 

story goes, she just walked into 

Goulburn pound one day and gave 

herself up. Her feet were in a terrible 

state from walking on hot bitumen 

roads during the summer and she 

was skin and bone weighing just 

11 kilos. After 6 weeks in care she 

went to her new home weighing a 

more appropriate 16 kilos.

It took Asha a while to focus on 

anything but food, but she gradually 

learnt to play chase with her foster 

sister and grew very attached to 

a squeaky pink worm which went 

with her to her new home. Once she 

claimed the toy she would parade 

around with it in her mouth like a 

trophy. Asha had an endearing habit 

of pawing for attention and affection.

Asha is now going great in her new 

home and is looking very healthy. 

She is still a bit anxious at times 

and has been digging in the yard 

but her new family are working 

on it with her. Asha’s favourite toy 

remains the pink worm that came 

with her to her new home, although 

she has been getting a better 

understanding of the game of fetch 

with a tennis ball. Asha is getting 

along better with the cat in her 

family but still understands that he 

is the boss. Asha also likes visiting 

her dog friends with her absolute 

favourite being her late night walks 

and runs with her cousin Tuppence 

who is also a former ARF dog. 

Asha loves her new family a lot and 

does a beautiful two step dance 

of excitement at the gate or door 

when she sees them come home.

WINNIE
Winnie is the best decision we have 

ever made! Winnie loves her new 

home and loves sleeping in the bed 

even more. Her latest trick is jumping 

up to get a hug. Winnie loves going 

to the dog park with her new brother 

Sunny and they both have a ball 

there making new friends. Sunny 

has accepted Winnie into the pack 

and lets her be the boss (mostly!). 

Both Winnie and Sunny have learnt 

a lot from each other over the past 

few months and they have picked up 

some tricks from each other. They 

will soon be starting adolescence 

training together.
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MCGUFFIN FROM RACHEL 

AND ANSELM

Guffy has become the best 
companion for Rachel and Anselm 

living in the Bush Capital, regularly 

enjoying running, hiking, swimming 

and even the occasional snow! 

One of Guffy’s favourite activities 
is going for overnight hikes around 

Wee Jasper State Forest (yes, 

Guffy has his own tent!).  He also 
loves anything water related, 

be it regular trips to the coast, 

swimming in the smelliest dams 

at Anselm’s parents’ farm or even 

occasionally jumping on a kayak 

around Lake Burley Griffin.

Getting a puppy was a pretty big 

learning curve for Rachel and 

Anselm, but going to the right 

puppy and companion classes 

early on really set them up for 

success. Attending Alyssa Rankin’s 

canine companion classes taught 

them how to connect and engage 

with Guffy, which they feel helps 
them really understand Guffy much 
better than if they had just started 

straight into an obedience classes 

that focused primarily on tricks. 

Having that solid foundation has 

helped Anselm and Guffy hit the 
ground running in Agility classes, 

and they are just about ready to 

start agility trials later this year 

(fingers crossed)!

Guffy is also a keen soccer star 
who can dribble a soccer ball the 

length of an oval, changing direction 

around anyone that might try to 

tackle him!  It’s not unusual for 

people to exclaim ‘it’s the soccer 

dog from Hackett’!

Three and a half years later there’s still 

plenty of puppy left in this cute little 

guy, and the three of them are the 

perfect outdoor family thanks to ARF.

JAX FROM KATE 

AND CAMERON

We adopted Jax in May 2015 and 

he has very much become an 

important part of our family. His 

foster carer provided us with some 

great tips on how to manage his 

anxiety and get him used to the big 

wide world. This advice allowed us 

to give Jax the opportunity to thrive 

and become the most loving and 

loyal companion we could have 

ever asked for. Jax loves his daily 

walks. He used to be very scared 

of traffic but is now completely 
immune to the hustle and bustle 

of the city. Jax won a first place 
ribbon at the Bungendore 

Dachshund races which was a 

proud parental moments for us. 

Jax frequently returns to Canberra 

to visit his brothers, which are 

2 older Labradors. He is quite 

“See, you can get cute 

puppies as a rescue dog,  

you could get this guy”

“We can get him? Okay!”

“No, I mean theoretically, 

rescue dogs can still 

be puppies”

“Okay, I’ll email 

about him!”

partial to having some much 

needed boy time. Jax has a big 

heart and this is by far the best 

part of his personality. When 

we get home from work, it is so 

wonderful to be greeted by a 

wiggly mess of excitement.  

We wanted to take this opportunity 

to say a big thank you to his 

foster carer Mel and all the other 

members of ARF for giving this 

special guy a second chance. 
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WHO IS AT FAULT?

Every dog attack should be judged 

on the circumstances surrounding 

it, and fault can lie with any party 

involved in the attack. Examining 

the unique circumstances resulting 

in a dog attack is imperative in 

establishing who is actually at fault. 

It should also be recognised that 

an otherwise docile dog may bite 

if placed in a fearful situation, or if 

tormented, teased, or otherwise 

provoked. It’s important not to forget 

that dogs, like humans, are sentient 

beings. They too can suffer from 
mental illnesses and other conditions 

that affect humans, for example, 
depression, anxiety, or epilepsy. 

Lonely, anxious, and depressed 

Vets have reported an increase in 

simple behavioural issues due to 

more people leaving their dogs 

unattended while they work long 

hours. Dogs are not naturally a 

solitary animal, yet people will 

leave them alone for 12 hours a 

day, and then seem surprised that 

their dog ends up with problems. 

Vets are prescribing medications 

for dogs to help them with anxiety 

and depression. When it comes to 

legislating against dog attacks, the 

focus should be on dog owners, not 

dogs. It is the attitude of the owner 

When it comes to legislating against dog attacks, the focus should be on dog owners, not 

dogs. It is the attitude of the owner rather than the dog’s behaviour, breed, or temperament 

that most strongly influences whether a dog is likely to be involved in an attack.

rather than the dog’s behaviour, 

breed, or temperament that most 

strongly influences whether a dog is 
likely to be involved in an attack.

Other animal professionals, such 

as animal behaviourist and trainer 

Liarne Henry, believe that dogs 

behave badly after being left alone 

for long periods, and that bigger 

dogs, including working dogs, suffer 
the most. “I have seen dogs put on 

medication for separation anxiety 

when really all the dog suffered from 
was boredom as they didn’t get any 

mental stimulation and hardly any 

exercise,” Ms Henry said. 

Some animal behaviourists say 

owners are calling for help to get 

their dogs off medications such 
as Prozac because of erratic and 

aggressive behaviour. Ms Henry 

said she had seen side effects of 
medication such as aggression, 

leading to attacks on people. The 

challenge for vets, vet behaviourists 

and professional dog trainers is to 

ascertain whether the dog has a

problem behaviour or a behavioural 

disorder. It needs to be established 

whether the concerning behaviour 

is due to the dog being in an 

inappropriate home, i.e. one that 

does not provide the stimulation 

and exercise needed, or whether 

there are other factors causing 

the behaviour. 

DANGEROUS DOGS— 
A HUMAN PROBLEM 

D
og attacks in the community 

often evoke an emotional 

response from members of 

the public and politicians alike. For 

example, in Victoria in 2011, following 

the tragic death of Ayen Chol, 

the government brought forward 

proposed legislation with more 

severe restrictions on American pit 

bull terriers and crosses, purportedly 

in an attempt to lessen dog attacks 

in the community. 

This legislation was doomed to fail 

from the outset, as breed-specific 
legislation fails to take into account 

the fact that any breed of dog can 

be dangerous in the hands of an 

irresponsible dog owner. Not only 

has breed-specific legislation failed 
in every country that has introduced 

it, there are resource implications 

flowing from the introduction of 
such laws—for example, if animal 

management agencies are required 

to monitor and enforce breed-based 

laws, those resources are diverted 

away from proactive responsible 

pet ownership strategies and animal 

management generally. Victorian 

councils have spent hundreds of 

thousands of dollars defending 

the seizure of dogs identified 
as restricted breeds, in many 

cases unsuccessfully. 

By Anne Greenaway

Principal Solicitor, Lawyers for Companion Animals

SPRING 2018      |     ACT RESCUE AND FOSTER CHINWAG12



There is unfortunately a 

growing population of 

dog owners who request 

medication because they 

don’t want to train their 

dog or put in the requisite 

time and effort to meet 
the dogs behavioural 

needs. Some owners rush 

into purchasing a puppy 

without understanding the 

physical and emotional 

needs of the breed. For 

example, cattle dogs nip 

heels—that’s what they 

were bred to do to cattle—

so if the dog is not trained and 

controlled by its owners this natural 

behaviour can worsen, and the dog 

may herd children, other dogs, or 

anything that moves, sometimes with 

disastrous consequences to the dog 

or other humans or animals.

Human responsibility

Responsible and caring dog owners 

register, desex, microchip and 

vaccinate their dog, take them for 

regular walks on a lead, supervise 

children around them, and comply 

with relevant legislation, including 

making sure their dog is securely 

contained on their property. 

Irresponsible dog owners, on the 

other hand, often do not comply 

with the relevant legislation and in 

particular, often fail to ensure their 

dog is securely contained on their 

property, thus putting the welfare of 

their dog as well as other animals 

and community members at stake. 

Unfortunately for the dogs in these 

situations, the owner’s irresponsible 

attitude can ultimately result in the 

dog’s death. If a dog is allowed to 

escape and roam at will, it is often 

only a matter of time before the dog 

is involved in an incident. A roaming 

dog can become the victim of an 

attack by other dogs or wildlife, or 

be injured by a motor vehicle. Or 

the dog may attack pets, livestock, 

native animals, or humans. 

LEGISLATIVE RESPONSES

The legislative framework for the 

management of dogs in the ACT is 

provided for in the Domestic Animals 

Act 2000. In the ACT, a dog that 

attacks another animal or person 

may be declared dangerous, or in 

the case of a severe attack on a 

human, may be destroyed. However 

in Victoria, councils have destroyed 

dogs for killing a cat, even when 

such dogs have performed well in 

temperament tests and showed 

no aggression to other dogs or 

humans. The ACT government takes 

a sensible approach to dealing with 

dog attacks. There is no breed-

specific legislation in the ACT. Each 
dog is assessed on its individual 

behaviour and history and the 

circumstances of an incident. 

Declared ‘dangerous dogs’

In the ACT, once there has been 

an attack on an animal or human, 

the Registrar of Domestic Animal 

Services has the power to declare a 

dog dangerous. If a dog attacks or 

harasses another animal or human, 

the dog is impounded while an 

investigation takes place. The 

dog owner may be fined and the 
dog may be declared dangerous. 

The penalties for the keeper of 

a dog that attacks a person or 

animal causing serious injury is 

up to one year’s imprisonment 

or fines of $15,000, or both. If 
a dog that has previously been 

declared dangerous attacks 

or harasses person or animal 

the penalties increase to five 
years imprisonment or $75,000, 

or both. 

While a dog might be declared 

dangerous as a result of an attack 

causing serious injury or death 

(mainly to an animal), it is actually not 

necessary for physical contact to be 

made between the dog and victim 

for a declaration of dangerous to be 

made. If the dog rushes at or chases 

a person or animal this is known 

as a “rush attack” and a dog can 

be declared dangerous despite no 

injury occurring.

A dog that has been trained as 

a guard dog or kept as a guard 

dog for guarding premises other 

than residential premises is also 

regarded as a dangerous dog 

under the legislation. Similarly, 

a dog declared dangerous in 

another State or Territory is also 

regarded as a dangerous dog in 

the ACT. In the ACT, the keeper of 

a declared dangerous dog (who 

is usually the dog owner) must 

apply to the Registrar of Domestic 

Animal Services for a Dangerous 

Dog Licence. This licence must be 

renewed annually by the dog owner. 

A licence will only be granted if the 

Registrar is satisfied that the dog 
can be kept in accordance with 

strict conditions designed to ensure 

public safety. 
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Such conditions could include that 

the dog be desexed, that the dog be 

kept in an escape proof enclosure, 

that signs be erected at entry and 

exit points to the property containing 

the words “Warning—Dangerous 

Dog”, and that the dog wear a 

Dangerous Dog Collar (which has 

diagonal yellow and red stripes) at all 

times. In addition, the dog must be 

muzzled when in a public place. 

Before issuing the licence, the 

Registrar must consider (among 

other things) the security of the 

premises and the likelihood of harm 

being caused to any member of 

the public or an animal. For some 

NSW dog owners, including those 

living in rental accommodation or 

public housing, complying with the 

dangerous dog requirements is not 

possible (for example the building 

of an enclosure with a concrete 

floor). Many of these dog owners 
also do not have the resources to 

legally challenge the decision of 

a council ranger. The ownership 

of a dangerous dog cannot be 

transferred so the sad reality is that 

most people end up surrendering 

their dog and the dog is euthanised. 

If the dog owner does not comply 

with the requirements for keeping 

a dangerous dog, the dog may be 

seized and later euthanised due to 

the dog owner’s non-compliance. 

Some NSW dog owners whose 

dogs have been declared dangerous 

choose to ignore official council 
correspondence. Later, when 

dangerous dog compliance 

checks are conducted, the animal 

management officer may find non-
compliance and seize the dog. 

Council correspondence is then 

issued asking the dog owner to show 

cause as to why the dog should not 

be destroyed. Unfortunately for the 

dog, it is often only at this critical 

11th-hour juncture that the dog 

owner makes contact with a lawyer. 

Just how easy is it for a dog to 

be declared dangerous? 

Dogs that are otherwise friendly 

to humans or other dogs can be 

declared dangerous for killing a 

chicken, a duck, a guinea pig, 

or a rabbit. The ease with which 

dogs are declared dangerous by 

some councils is worrying. Equally 

worrying is the fact that some 

rangers lack skills, experience and 

qualifications when it comes to 
dog behaviour. This can lead to a 

dog with an otherwise friendly and 

non-aggressive temperament being 

declared dangerous. 

An example of this is a greyhound 

being declared dangerous when 

it escaped its yard after a storm 

and killed a duck. This dog (for 

the purposes of this paper he will 

be called “Archie”) had passed 

a Greyhound Adoption Program 

temperament test and later went 

on to pass the Greenhound test 

(the test that allows greyhounds to 

be exempt from wearing a muzzle 

in NSW). In addition to these 

two temperament tests, a third 

temperament test was conducted 

which revealed that Archie exhibited 

no aggression whatsoever towards 

other dogs or humans. Despite this, 

Archie was declared dangerous 

by a NSW council. The behaviour 

of Archie in killing the duck, whilst 

regrettable, could not be described 

as uncharacteristic of many dogs. 

The RSPCA’s position statement on 

dangerous dogs states “exceptions 

to classifying a dog as dangerous by 

(this) definition should be considered 
where a dog instinctively attacks 

an animal normally considered as 

prey”. A duck is considered a prey 

species to many dogs, and a dog 

“wandering off” when a gate is 
open would be classified as normal 
behaviour in a species that is socially 

obligate, curious and opportunistic. 

Archie lived without incident with 

other dogs of varying sizes, including 

a small dog. Most dog owners do 

not engage lawyers to challenge 

decisions of councils, so these laws 

are rarely tested. The question is: 

how does surrendering, and later 

euthanising the dog, make the 

community any safer?  
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Surrendering a dog involved in 

an incident does not, in the long 

run, protect the community—the 

irresponsible owner can, and often 

does, simply obtain another dog. A 

dog that will likely be treated in the 

same manner, with a high probability 

of the same outcome: another 

dog surrendered and euthanised. 

Remember, the attitude of the owner 

is the major predictor of dog attacks. 

Laws and committees

Both state government and local 

councils tend to take a reactive 

rather than proactive approach 

when it comes to managing and 

preventing dog attacks in the 

community. The laws regulating 

restricted breeds, dog attacks, 

and declared dangerous dogs vary 

from state to state, and there is 

little consistency in the way local 

councils or other agencies apply the 

laws.In NSW some councils have 

an animal management advisory 

committee. Such a committee may 

be comprised of key stakeholders 

such as companion animal welfare 

organisations, animal rescue groups, 

vets or dog trainers. 

In the opinion of the writer, all NSW 

councils should aim to establish 

Companion Animal Advisory 

Committees. In Victoria councils are 

required by legislation to prepare 

and implement a Domestic Animal 

Management Plan (DAMP) every 

four years. Public submissions are 

also invited with regards to council 

DAMPs. The Plan outlines the 

services, programs and policies the 

Council has established to address 

the administration of the Act and the 

management of dog and cat issues 

in their community.

Too easy to acquire dogs

The ease with which people can 

obtain dogs is a major concern. 

Every day dogs are sourced from 

places such as Gumtree and 

Facebook Buy Swap and Sell 

pages. There is little to no proper 

enforcement of the sale of these 

dogs and puppies. A quick search of 

Facebook reveals a number of pages 

dedicated to selling dogs, including 

“Pig hunting pups and started dogs 

for sale”. It is not uncommon to 

see signs at the side of rural roads 

stating “pig dog pups for sale”. The 

poorly-regulated sale of puppies 

that are bred to kill, and who grow 

into powerful dogs, is a cause for 

concern. Unfortunately some breeds 

of dogs have a tendency to attract 

irresponsible owners.

THE CALGARY MODEL

The city of Calgary in Canada has 

developed a number of bylaws 

in relation to dogs. Known as the 

“Calgary model”, it is a successful 

example of education combined 

with punitive council bylaws focusing 

on the behaviour of owners rather 

than individual dogs. Animal control 

officials outside of Canada are 
being inspired to use the bylaw 

as a model for their own animal 

control ordinances. The “Calgary 

Model” encompasses five principles 
of responsible pet ownership. 

These are:

 § provide a licence and permanent 

identification for your dog, 

 § spay or neuter your dog, 

 § provide training, socialisation, 

proper diet and medical care for 

your dog, 

 § don’t allow your dog to become 

a threat or nuisance, and

 § procure your dog ethically and 

from a credible source. 

While other cities and provinces in 

Canada are banning breeds, the 

Calgary model promotes education 

programs and stronger enforcement.

CONCLUSION

While irresponsible dog owners are 

not prosecuted when their dogs are 

habitually at large, while irresponsible 

members of the public can easily 

source powerful dogs (with the 

potential to cause significant injuries), 
and while the regulations around the 

sale of dogs and puppies remain 

largely unenforced, the frequency 

and severity of dog attacks will 

remain unchanged. The writer 

believes that people wishing to 

obtain a dog should be required to 

obtain a licence to do so. The licence 

should attach to the dog owner, 

and registration should attach to the 

dog — in the same way that gun 

owners obtain licenses for firearms 
and register their guns. People 

shown to be irresponsible could have 

their dog license cancelled and the 

dog seized. 

Dog ownership should be a privilege, 

not a right. Following the recent 

fatal dog attack in Watson, calls 

were made to change existing laws 

about aggressive dogs. However, 

the laws in the ACT regarding the 

regulation and management of 

dogs do not need changing. The 

regulatory model used in the ACT is 

leading the way, in that this model 

has provision to manage both the 

dog and the dog owner. Politicians 

may score cheap points promising 

tougher laws, but given dog attacks 

are a human problem resulting from 

human failings, tougher dog laws will 

not result in fewer dog attacks unless 

the supply of dogs is appropriately 

regulated and enforced, and 

irresponsible people are preventing 

from sourcing or owning dogs. 

This article is reprinted with 

permission from the author Anne 

Greenaway, and first appeared 
in Ethos, Law Society of the ACT 

Journal, December 2017. Issue 246.
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What’s Your Breed? covers some of the more popular dogs in Australia in each issue of ChinWag. 

It goes without saying, but we’ll say it anyway… that all dogs need responsible owners that 

undertake, at least, basic training, and provide plenty of exercise including a daily walk.

WHAT’S YOUR BREED? 

JACK RUSSELL TERRIER

The Jack Russell Terrier is a cheerful, 

merry, devoted and loving dog, and 

absolutely fearless! Stable Jacks 

are friendly and generally good with 

children, and highly intelligent—if 

you give them an inch they will 

definitely take a mile! It’s vital that 
you are this dog’s pack leader and 

that he is given rules and limitations 

to follow in order to prevent Small 

Dog Syndrome which may include 

guarding, snapping, separation 

anxiety and obsessive barking. 

They are highly trainable but need a 

firm experienced handler who can 
socialise, exercise, and train the 

dog. Although a small dog, Jacks 

can easily climb and jump a five feet 
high fence. With the right owner 

the Jack can really excel, but is not 

recommended for those who do 

not understand what it means to be 

a dog’s true pack leader. The Jack 

is also a working terrier, and those 

that are stable with all of their canine 

instincts met—including mental 

and physical stimulation—should 

not display any of the negative 

behaviours but be generally happy 

and confident. Depending on gender 
the Jack will grow to 20 – 38cm in 

height and around 5 – 8kg in weight. 

IMAGE: Ex-ARFer Jack the JRT.

BRITTANY 

The Brittany was named for the 

French province of Brittany and may 

be the result of crossing the Orange 

and White Setter along with some 

not clearly identified French dog. The 
Brittany was first shown in France in 
1896 and first recognized by the AKC 
in 1934.The Brittany is intelligent, 

easy to handle and eager to please 

but very active and an enthusiastic 

hunter. The breed needs a good daily 

walk with consistent lead training, 

and to be able to identify their human 

as the pack leader, thereby needing 

an owner who is calm, confident, 
and consistent.  
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They are good with children if 

they are raised with them from 

puppyhood and/or properly 

socialised. The Brittany has earned 

great popularity among millions of 

hunters because of its moderate 

size, which allows hunters to 

transport them easily; it’s also an 

excellent water dog. Because of its 

jolly character, it is very popular as a 

companion dog.

Depending on gender, the Brittany 

will weigh in between 14 – 18 kg, and 

reach a height of around 43 – 53cm.

IMAGE: Leroy proudly owned by ARF 

Web Wrangler Tess.

BRIARD 

In 1863 Frenchman Pierre Megnin 

differentiated two types of 
sheepdogs, and the one with the 

long coat became known as the 

Briard—the short coat became the 

Beauceron. The Briard became 

popular after the Paris dog show in 

1863 and until 1889 was used mostly 

as a flock guardian. Being a farm 
worker by nature, it lives (and loves) 

to herd anything and possesses 

exceptional hearing. It’s kind and 

playful but with a strong protective 

instinct and a mind of its own. The 

Briard is willing and eager to place 

but needs a firm owner who can 
show leadership at all times. They 

also need to be entertained and 

active—not the sort of dog you can 

pat on the head and then ignore for 

the rest of the day. Briards are very 

dedicated to their family and should 

be well socialised from an early age. 

With poor or incorrect handling the 

Briard can become withdrawn and 

are generally not the breed for a 

first-time dog owner. They particularly 
don’t like to be teased or tormented 

so children should also be taught 

how to handle the dog, and with the 

right handler they will blossom into a 

beautiful dog that will live happily with 

its family and other pets. The Briard 

is a large dog reaching an average 

height of 56 – 68cm depending on 

gender, and a weight of around 35kg.

IMAGE: Sourced.
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BEFORE PUPPY PRE-SCHOOL
By Aine Dowling and Dallas Burkevics

I
n the last six months or so, ARF 

has had over 40 puppies in care 

ranging from 4 – 16 weeks. 

Eighteen of those were born in care, 

and the others came to ARF from 

local vets and pounds. To that end, 

we needed a lot of ARF carers to 

jump on board the puppy train and 

take some very young pups into 

their homes. 

Fostering puppies (especially the 

very young ones) is a specialised 

type of fostering. Firstly, most 

puppies go to carers in pairs so they 

can remain with a sibling for as long 

as possible, while puppies born in 

care stay with their mum and original 

foster carer. Puppies learn a lot from 

We’ve recently covered various aspects of puppy training and Puppy Pre-School—including 

socialisation, behaviour, and early training for your new puppy once you get them home.  

But what about before that; what has your ARF puppy experienced prior to adoption? 

During this time they are very 

vulnerable to negative stimuli, 

and almost all their learning takes 

place during these weeks and 

this learning is permanent.

ARF puppies have a two week 

quarantine period, and the first 
question new puppy carers often 

ask is ‘how do I socialise my puppy 

when they’re in quarantine?’ It’s 

not easy. Until they receive their 

first vaccinations puppies are not 
allowed out into the big world. But, 

that doesn’t mean they can’t go 

out. They can be carried to shops 

and cafés where they can sit on 

the carer’s lap or on a training mat. 

They can also go for rides in the car, 

IMAGE: ARF Puppy Shaker soaking 

up information at an ARF Puppy 

Carer training session.

playing with their siblings or other 

young dog. They learn bite inhibition 

(the pressure applied when biting 

during playing or mouthing), and 

how to react when play gets out of 

hand, plus as much socialisation as 

possible in the early weeks. 

Before fostering a puppy, our puppy 

carers must undertake a puppy 

training program where the carers 

learn how puppies behave; how to 

provide as much enrichment and 

experience as possible—given that 

the puppy is in strict quarantine for at 

least a couple of weeks, and what to 

focus on when early training begins. 

The most critical period in a puppy’s 

life is from 3 to 16 weeks.  
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looking out of the window and 

watching what’s going on around 

them; the carer may also place them 

in a crate and pop it in the open car 

back or boot when they get to the 

shops or the park so they can meet 

people without leaving the vehicle.

Socialisation is of prime 

importance at this stage of the 

puppy’s life. Training comes later.

Home enrichment covers a number 

of things including building the 

puppy’s confidence and creating fun 
play. Our puppy carers must have a 

separation area away from their own 

dogs or other foster dogs—this can 

be a crate or barrier across a room 

or door, where puppy can feel safe 

or have a quiet downtime yet still see 

what’s going on around them. Crate 

training with the foster carer means 

their new owner will not have to work 

on this when they adopt the pup.

Puppy carers also provide some very 

basic training—although at this stage 

formal training is not as important as 

socialisation. Dogs with socialisation 

issues such as food aggression, lack 

of bite inhibition, and negative body 

language when around dogs and people, need a lot of work. Basic 

training can be taught at any age with any dog. That said, our carers 

try to provide the basics of name recognition, a marker word, and 

mat manners, plus the basic sit, drop, stay/wait commands, and 

walking nicely on a lead.

So when you look a cute little pup on our website and think about 

adoption, you can be sure that the pup has received plenty of 

socialisation and some basic command training. Unfortunately 

though, that’s just the start! … and all new owners need to work to 

build on the skills provided by their ARF carer by following up with 

further socialisation and training so your pup will grow up to be a 

good, and happy, member of your family.

ARF puppies are not available for rehoming until at least eight weeks 

of age. ARF puppies are all assessed as being in the Silver category 

in our Perfect Match system, and are available at the special price of 

$400 (incl. GST) which includes microchipping, worming, desexing, 

the first of their C3 vaccinations, and $100 towards ongoing puppy 
socialisation and training classes. 

All ARF puppies come with ongoing training by professional 

trainers. Older dogs adopted from ARF may also receive trial 

training sessions if necessary. The following Canberra trainers and 

centres regularly assist ARFers and ex-ARFers to become good 

canine citizens.

All Round Good Hounds
Canine Compass
Pups4Fun

Check our website for more information on adopting a dog or  

puppy from ARF.

The most critical 
period in a puppy’s life 
is from 3 to 16 weeks... 

almost all their 
learning takes place 
during these weeks 
and this learning is 

permanent.

IMAGE: Learning to play at Pups4Fun.
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ARF BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Support the businesses that support us!

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY
Call 0401 292 267 

hello@ohmydogphotography.com.au 

www.ohmydogphotography.com.au

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

Call (02) 6257 7577 

71 Ijong St (cnr Lowanna) 

Braddon ACT 2612

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

Call (02) 6226 4444 

72-76 Laidlaw Street 

Yass NSW 2582

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

PARKWAY
VETERINARY CENTRE

Inner North 
Veterinary Clinic

OH MY DOG PHOTOGRAPHY

TERRAGONG COUNTRY 
HOUSE BED & BREAKFAST

T
erragong is an award 

winning homestead 

offering three beautifully 
appointed luxury rooms with 

en-suites, quality facilities and 

amenities, and surrounded by 

beautiful gardens with in-ground 

pool. Each room has unique 

décor with original period details 

and designer furnishings. Rates 

include continental or cooked 

breakfast and complimentary 

afternoon wine and nibbles.

All accommodation is at ground-

floor level, and includes access to 
the Butler’s Pantry with tea and 

coffee, soft drinks, and mixers 
available to our guests. For more 

information visit our website 

www.terragong.com

Terragong 

467 Jamberoo Road,  

Tourist Drive #9, 

Jamberoo NSW 2533

T +61 2 4236 1836  

E terragong@terragong.com
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Like us on Facebook ACTRescueandFoster Follow us on Instagram @actrescueandfoster

Introducing Ferrero-  
with his namesake!

Little Ferrero was number seven of Lolly’s party mix 

puppies born in ARF care on 25 May. Lolly, and her 

eight gorgeous puppies—all named after lollies and 

chocolates—are now in their forever homes.


